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The current size of metropolitan Tel-Aviv, 1.2 - 1.5 million inhabitants (depending 
0rt'definition), makes it a medium-sized metropolitan area compared to European 
and North American metropolitan cities. It is of interest, therefore, to study the 
various processes relating to the organization of the urban space of Tel-Aviv in light 
of the Western experience. More specifically, a few questions may be asked: 1. What 
are the dynamics of the spatial redistribution of people,1 retai.iing, and employment, 
given a situation of a rather large and still growing metropOlitan area? 2. Are these 
dynamics similar to those of Western metropolitan areas, in both their composition 
and their spatial and temporal context? 3. What are the implications of these 
processes for forecasting and for policy making? 

The following discussion will examine each of the three sectors (population, 
retailing, and employment) separately, presenting the relevant processes and 
proposing some explanations. The purpose of this discussion is to point out general 
trends only, using available census data. More detailed and specific conclusions are 
left for further study. 

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION AND CHARACTERISTICS 
Recent data clearly show that metropolitan Tel-Aviv has been Jundergoing 

changes similar to those typical of Western metropolitan areas in the matter of 
population distribution and characteristics. The major trends known from other 
countries include: 1) a slowdown in the growth rate of the general metropOlitan 
population; 2) a spatial differentiation of the population growth rate, so that central 
cities and inner-ring suburbs decline while outer-ring suburbs and exurbs grow; 3) a 
concentric pattern of age differentiation and sectoral pattern of segregation (see, 
e.g., Johnson, 1974; Muller, 1976). 

Metropolitan Tel-Aviv had some 1.239 . million inhabitants by the end of 1978, an 
increase of 1.59 percent from 1977. The percentage change between 1976 and 1977 

* This is a revised version of "An Updated Geographical Profile of Greater Tel-Aviv and its Implications 
on Planning Policy-Making," in Between Yarkon and Ayalon - edited by D. Grossman, Ramat-Gan: 
Bar-llan University Press (in press) (Hebrew). The Hebrew version was also presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Israeli Geographical Society, Bar-lian University, 1978. 
















