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Excessive distances, real or perceived, are among the major problems of rural 
araes, aggravated by the lack of adequate communication and the feeling of 
isolation. This is basically due to the "looseness" of villages composed of family 
farmsteads, especially where a homeplot is attached to the house of each settler. 
Any possible pattern of clustering the farmsteads will result in a density far below 
urban densities. The physical planning which determines the deployment of rural 
communities will aim, therefore, to reduce distances and facilitate 
intercommunication and access, so as to permit the provision of amenities that are 
beyond the reach of the individual settler or a small group of families. Agglomeration 
is indispensable for providing rational facilities within reasonable proximity of their 
users and for creating viable communities. 

Because of their dispersion, agricultural settlements incur higher service costs per 
capita than urban communities of the same size. Moreover, when facilities are 
installed in rural villages, they are often out of proportion to the size of the 
community, especially during the initial stages of the settlement when population is 
sparse and employment in ancilarry services has not yet developed. Consequently, 
is is difficult to establish general parameters for services that will be adequate and 
yet economically feasible. This article deals with the problem primarily from the point 
of view of family-farm settlements, such as are currently being planned and executed 
in many developing countries. 

FRAMEWORK AND STRUCTURE OF SERVICES 
The term services usually covers the following categories: 

- Community or Public:1communication,'potable1water supply and sanitation,~health 
services, public administration, roads, and other utilities. 

- Production: al\ those affecting agricultural production, proceSSing, storege and 
farm machinery and equipment. 

- SOCial and Educational: cultural, religious, and community development aspects. 

- Commercial: shops and stores of all frequency groups and other enterprises. 

Not all of these services can be expressed in physical or spatial terms only. Some 
facilities have institutional or organizational features, e.g., agricultural extension 
























