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Nilima Sheikh’s series “Each night put Kashmir in your dreams” reveals her continu-
ing exploration of the historical fate of Kashmir through the past decade, through a
set of nine scrolls (casein, tempera on canvas sized 10 by 6 feet each).

Her painted scrolls reveal an informed palimpsest presentation of material that
one had come to associate with Sheikh’s work with all of Kashmir’s contradictory
and multicultural histories erupting through the artist’s reverie about the land as
Paradise. The magical and the marvelous, the mythic and the fabulous and ritual
and fantasy pass through the photographic, the performative, the textual, the ut-
tered and the art historical as well as through the artisanal habitual and the ecologi-
cal. Multiple cultural sensibilities from all over the world from various strata of his-
tory make up the Kashmir of today. Textual references from Kalhana rub shoulder
with the poetry of Lal Ded, folktales jostle with the poetry of Agha Shahid Ali or the
prose of Salman Rushdie and the work of historian Chitralekha Zutshi while visual
references range from pre-Renaissance Italian art to famed Persian master Bihzad
to the magnificent demonography of the Siyah Qalam and Thangka art amongst
others.

As evinced in Sheikh’s work, it is not a simple lament for the destruction of
Paradise by political violence. Instead she unravels in various directions the multiple
layers of forces of history at play in Kashmir today, the outcome of which is yet to
be seen.*

* Based on Chemould Prescott Road Gallery text by Kaushik Bhaumik, Each night put
Kashmir in your dreams: Nilima Sheikh, 2010.
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Construction Site

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2010
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Construction Site

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2010
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Each night put Kashmir in your dreams

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2007
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Each night put Kashmir in your dreams
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Gathering Threads

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2003
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Gathering Threads

You wha will find ! il e

one/afternoon on the peaks fowill give upits fabric, at dusk; a

Trad the future; y ve found — you'll think — the fir ardrop, gem
that was enticed for a moghul

from an ancient market of
alibi of chronology, that

collaborator of time — woi't know that these
footprints from the day the werld b

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2003




“Bach night put Kashmir in your dreams” 173

Farewell

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2004
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Farewell

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2004
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Dying Dreaming

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2004
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Dying Dreaming

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2004
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Going Away

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2010
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Going Away

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2010
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Son et Lumiere
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Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2010
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Son et Lumiere

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2010
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The beautiful village of Pachigam still exists

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2009
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The beautiful village of Pachigam still exists

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2009
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Valley

Casein Tempera on canvas 120 x 72 inches, 2003
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NILIMA SHEIKH was born in New Delhi in 1945 and after graduating in history,
she studied painting at the MS University of Baroda (1965-71). She has exhibited
her paintings since 1969, and in 2017 she participated in Documenta 14 in Kassel
and Athens. Her solo exhibitions include Each night put Kashmir in your dreams
at the Art Institute of Chicago in 2014. She has illustrated and designed children’s
books since 1986 and between 1989 and 2000 created the scenography and visual
design for theater productions. She writes on art and has published essays in books,
journals and artists’ catalogues.



