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Federal Government 

Disaster Resilience & Emergency Management 
Secretariat SCPEM 
Secretariat Australia-New Zealand Emergency 
Management Committee (senior officials) 
Capacity building and physical assistance (on request) 

Urban Policy & Infrastructure 
Major Cities Unit & National Urban Policy 
Infrastructure Australia & infrastructure funding

State/Territory 

Emergency Management 
Legislative mandate to create disaster resilient 
communities 
Police, Fire (Metro and Rural), Ambulance 
State Emergency Services (SES) 

Land Use Planning, Development and Building 
Controls 

Planning Acts & State Planning Policies (SPPs)  
Building regulations and codes 
Property registration system 

Local Government 

Planning Schemes, Development Assessment 
Local planning schemes and their enforcement 
Development assessment 
Administration of building codes 
Identify and consider hazard free locations for future 
developments 

Disaster Management 
Local disaster management support to SES 
Local disaster planning to identify hazard vulnerable 
locations 

Standing Council on 
Police and 
Emergency 
Management 
(SCPEM) 
(Ministers for Police & 
Emergency 
Management from each 
jurisdiction and New 
Zealand and an ALGA 
representative.) 
 

Promotes 
coordinated national 
response. 
Provides a framework 
for cooperation and 
shared strategic 
directions. 
Encourages and 
shares best practice 
in emergency 
management, across 
jurisdictions. 

Council of Australian  
Governments (COAG) 
(comprising: 

Prime Minister 
State Premiers 
Territory Chief 
Ministers 
President of ALGA) 

 
National Strategy for 
Disaster Resilience. 
 
Intergovernmental 
Agreement on Federal 
Financial Relations. 
 
National Indigenous 
Reform agreement 
(NIRA) which includes 
6 Targets, 7 Building 
Blocks and several 
National Partnership 
Agreements (NPAs),  
 
The following two 
NPAs deal with, 
amongst other things, 
Indigenous land tenure 
reforms:  
National Partnership 
Agreement on Remote 
Indigenous Housing; 
and 
National Partnership 
Agreement on Remote 
Service Delivery. 

Standing Council on 
Transport and 
Infrastructure 
(SCOTI)  
(Ministers for Transport 
from each jurisdiction, 
including New Zealand 
and President of ALGA): 
 

Strategic planning for 
infrastructure. 
Criteria for capital city 
strategic planning 
systems. 
Cities work plan. 

Indigenous Policy & Programs 
Stronger Futures 
Land tenure reforms (especially in NT) 
Co-ordinator General for Remote Indigenous Services 

Indigenous matters 
Providing LG services to Indigenous communities 

Local Government 
Implementing reforms 

Indigenous Issues 
Bilateral Implementation Plans  

Local Government 
Local Government Acts and Regulations 
Amalgamations and other structural reforms

COAG Reform Council  
Comparing 
performance across 
Australia 

In May 2011, COAG decided to discontinue with 
the separate Ministerial Councils on Planning 
(PMC), Local Government (LGMC) and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Affairs (MCATSIA).
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